As we approach the end of the MSU STEM Leadership program and the end of this school year, I have come to the conclusion that while the program itself has come to an end, the learning and growing that was started must continue and has not ended.  I did not realize how much of an impact being a part of this program and implementing this Imagine-It communication project has had on me until I began writing the final reflections.  As stated in previous reflections, this was the first year for the design and implementation so there are some things that need to be improved upon next year to improve the communication within the school’s learning community so I fully intend to revamp and revise and add to the project for even more of an impact next year.  Next year I would like to expand my focus on communication with workshops, communication apps and the restructuring of my website.
The long range plans I discussed in the missional/instrumental reflection are based on how and what my students learn.  As I look to my future as an educational leader, I realized that the goal of helping students incorporate more problem solving and inquiry into their educations is a big part of what I would want to continue to accomplish as an educational leader.  

After reflecting on the video by Roselinde Torres, I now understand that while I may have an idea of what I want to accomplish, I need to look to how I can actually fulfill these goals.  I am a very traditional and old school person, but in teaching twenty-first century students, I have to find non-traditional ways to get those classics foundational skills and ideas engrained into teachers and students. I will also have to diversify my network.  Traditionalists, like myself, seek those things and people that are similar to them.  However, this train of thought does not promote true growth.  Growth occurs when one goes out of one’s comfort zone and I have to be willing to expand my network base.  If I want to grow and grow my students I have to go outside of CPS, out of my content area, etc.
I think I’m on the right track with my future in leadership in education, I just need to find a more out-of-the-box mode of transportation to get there. As I continue my ultimate goal of attaining a doctoral degree I hope to be able to use all of the knowledge I have gained from my various experiences to improve the lives of the students that I teach.
