Curriculum
Finding the time to implement the ImagineIt project while meeting the curricular demands that are being imposed on me is going to be challenging.  This year I am teaching Science to two 5th grade classes and Social Science to two 4th grade classes. I meet with the 5th grade classes for approximately 60 minutes each day.  The fourth grade classes meet for approximately 90 minutes every day with instruction consisting of 30 minutes of social science instruction each day; one Second Step (character education) lesson per week; one AVID (college preparedness) lesson per week; and 60 minutes of science instruction each day.  Factor in the universal breakfast program and the bathroom break and the 90 minutes is diminished to approximately 75 minutes. As of the due date of this assignment, I was given yet another directive that takes away from my instructional time.  Starting this week, I am now responsible for providing both fourth grade classes with one hour of reading computer time every week. 
Since all of these areas are non-negotiable, the best way to combat this concern would be to not have a one content lesson. Elements of each curricular area can be incorporated into each of the other areas.  For example, as I strive to improve the communication skills of the students, I know that one of the key elements of communicating is listening. I ran across a lesson in the second step curriculum (active listening) that is aligned to the other curricular areas and can be used as an AVID lesson as well as a science lesson as students prepare to work in cooperative groups.
Students

As the racial makeup of the neighborhood around my school changes, so has the racial make-up of the school. I am now faced with a 4th grade population that has approximately 50% of students that are Hispanic and come from homes where the parents speak little to no English.  This is the first year that this population of students has not received instruction from a bilingual teacher. This is a challenge for me since the project is about communication.  For this class the project objectives may have to change to ensure that the children are not just able to regurgitate information, but are able to understand and apply their learning
Strategies to accommodate:  Utilize Google Translator; incorporate more improv and nonverbal communication; student interpreters; push-in assistance; learn Spanish for better communication.
