Instrumental thinking, simply put is to have a vision or idea around a tool or idea. As I pondered my short term goals, I wanted to make sure they were aligned with  my Imagine-It project – communication.  An important short term goal would be for met to host or organize workshop(s) to get teachers, students and parents to buy into the utilization of technology that could be used to close the communication gap between home and school.  For example, immediate group communication (Text messages and email) from the teacher can be accomplished through the use of an application like Remind to communicate homework and reminders and information that usually never makes it home. There is also Class Dojo, an application that can be used as a class management tool that tracks behavior and the information can then be sent out to parents.  I would also like to re-purpose my webpage to include pages for students and parents with pertinent class and school information.

Missional thinking is based on a larger vision, strategy or goal.  My long term goal would be to help students incorporate more problem solving and inquiry to their everyday lives and not just think that these skills are limited to their classrooms.  As an educator, I want to lead them in inquiry based learning and teach them to be seekers of knowledge - to find and seek problems and then set out to find solutions. When students leave me they should understand that the world is a classroom and learning does not stop when the bell rings at 3:00.   I want to allow students to drive the learning process inside (and outside) of the classroom. While I prompt and make the attempt to let children lead and guide their own learning they are not taking the reigns to do so. My students are only doing what is set before them not venturing off into the “what ifs” and the possibilities. If I can lead students to pursue their own interests and curiosities, then I believe I have put the wheels in motion for their limitless growth.  
